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Invitation

ISPO President

On behalf of ISPO, I would like to personally invite you to the

17" World Congress in Kobe in 2019. This biennial World Congress
is a highlight for all who deal with rehabilitation, in particular
prosthetics and orthotics. The Congress in Kobe will certainly be
an exciting time for all, as we continue to develop everything from
new service models to new technological solutions while we remain
focused on the people who benefit from our services. Significant
progress has taken place since our last meeting to assist individuals
with disabilities at a global level as well as in many places at a local
and individual level and many of these developments will be highlighted
in the numerous sessions.

‘Basics to Bionics’ captures the breadth of the Congress in every
aspect and the scientific sessions as well as the exhibition will expand
this theme. The exhibition will also highlight new technological
developments and robotics in use in rehabilitation.

The Congress will have something for everyone: for service users, for
the ISPO community and the broader rehabilitation community as
well as industry. I would encourage all of you to make the effort to
be in Kobe and I look forward to seeing you there.

Friedbert Kohler

ISPO President
Chair, ISPO 17" World Congress Committee




Congress Scientific
Committee Chair

o @ Basics to Bionics’, the theme of the ISPO 17"
World Congress, perfectly stretches the breadth of
ISPO, and underlines the unique multidisciplinary
nature of ISPO World Congresses.

The World Congress brings together all disciplines
involved in rehabilitation. Its scientific programme
draws attention to each of these disciplines, as
well as to their collaboration. The programme
includes podia for keynote speakers, symposia,
instructional courses, free papers, posters, and case
study presentations. It highlights the cutting edge
state of the art in prosthetics and orthotics and
tries to look beyond current horizons, with the
aim to inspire delegates to work together to create
a world where individual rehabilitation needs can
be met. The scientific programme offers a unique
platform to interact with experts from around the
world, and to learn from different professional
perspectives.

It is my pleasure to invite you all to the ISPO 17"
World Congress!

Join the ISPO World Congress.
Get informed! Get inspired! Get involved!
Dick Plettenburg

Scientific Committee Chair
ISPO 17" World Congress

Local Organising
Committee Chair

At the ISPO 17 World Congress in Kobe,
discussions will be held on the application of

P&O, rehabilitation engineering and assistive
technology with the goal of improving the

quality of life for people with disabilities. We are
honoured to organise this event as its Japanese
host. Of particular interest should be the Robotics
Technology and Devices Exhibition, which is held
parallel to the Congress. I am confident that the
2019 World Congress in Kobe will not only help
make Asia’s efforts and initiatives in the area of
P&O, rehabilitation engineering, and assistive
technology widely known in Japan but also provide
a golden opportunity to call the attention of
stakeholders worldwide to the excellent technology
and devices developed in Japan.

Kobe is one of Japan’s leading tourist cities and
famous for such gourmet delicacies as Kobe beef
and sushi. Numerous World Heritage sites are easily
accessible nearby. I'm confident that this Congress
will afford you a fantastic opportunity to see Japan
firsthand and gain an insight into its timeless
appeal.

I invite you to join us and look forward to
welcoming you to Kobe in October 2019.
Takaaki Chin

President, ISPO Japan

Chair, Local Organising Committee
Vice-chair, ISPO 17" World Congress




Dr. Deirdre Desmond

Deirdre Desmond, PhD,

is a Senior Lecturer in the
Department of Psychology and
member of the Assisting Living
& Learning (ALL) Institute

at Maynooth University in
Maynooth, Ireland. She is

also co-director of the Dublin
Psychoprosthetics Group.

Deirdre is currently a member of
the ISPO Scientific Committee
and was formerly an associate
editor for the Prosthetics and
Orthotics International (POI)
journal. Her research focuses
on psychological adjustment

to illness, injury, and disability
as well as rehabilitation, selfmanagement,
and psychosocial

aspects of assistive technology.
She completed BA and PhD
degrees in psychology at Trinity
College Dublin before joining
the academic staff at Maynooth
University.

Dr. Max Ortiz Catalan

Dr. Max Ortiz Catalan, PhD,

led the development of the first
bionic arm that could be directly
connected to a patient’s bone,
nerves, and muscles. In addition,
he developed a novel treatment
for phantom limb pain that

has helped chronic sufferers for
whom no other treatments were
effective.

Dr. Ortiz Catalan is an Associate
Professor at the Department

of Electrical Engineering,
Chalmers University of
Technology, Sweden, where

he founded and currently

leads the Biomechatronics and
Neurorehabilitation Laboratory.
He works in close collaboration
with Sahlgrenska University
Hospital, and serves as a
Research Director of Integrum
AB, both in Gothenburg,
Sweden.

His research, for which he
received several prestigious
awards, includes bioelectric
signals acquisition electronics
(analog and digital), bioelectric
signal processing and machine
learning algorithms for decoding
motor volition and control,
neuromuscular interfaces,
neurostimulation for sensory
feedback, bone-anchored
prostheses and osseointegration
as well as virtual and augmented
reality for neuromuscular
rehabilitation and the treatment

of phantom limb pain.

Prof. Eiichi Saitoh

Professor Eiichi Saitoh (MD,
DMSc) is a certified physiatrist,
Executive Vice President of
Fujita Health University, and
Professor and Chairman of the
Department of Rehabilitation
Medicine I at the Fujita Health
University School of Medicine in
Aichi, Japan. He graduated from
Keio University in 1980 and
received his DMSc (PhD) from
Keio University in 1991.

Professor Saitoh is also currently
Adjunct or Visiting Professor

at Johns Hopkins University
(Baltimore, USA), China
Medical University (Shenyang,
China), Shanghai University of
Medicine and Health Science
(Shanghai, China), Sun Yat-Sen
University (Guangzhou, China),
Kyoto Prefectural University of
Medicine, Tokyo Medical and
Dental University as well as
Executive Board Member of the
National Center for Geriatrics
and Gerontology (Japan).

Professor Saitoh is specifically
interested in dysphagia, robotics,
orthosis, motion analysis,
locomotion, exercise science and
psychology. He serves different
roles in rehabilitation medicine
in Japan, and has been awarded
several prizes for his research.
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